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LOCAL BUSINESS SPOTLIGHT

The best in custom blinds and window coverings
Blinds

Budget

®

Free In-Home Consultation!
Shutters • Wood Blinds • Honeycomb

Roller/Solar Shades • Roman Shades • Vertical Blinds
Woven Woods and Much More!

www.budgetblinds.com

Call Today! 706-745-0009

Located in Blairsville, GA
706-781-1423

WAZOO! Quilting
Longarm Quilting
Commission Quilts
Quilt Restoration

Quick Turn Around 

Mattresses, Porch Rockers & More!
“From the Front Porch to the 

Back Door We’ve Got You Covered!”

Mon-Fri 9am-6pm • Sat 9am-4pm • Closed Sun

568 Blue Ridge St. • Blairsville, GA
706-835-1209FREE

DELIVERY!

Declare your financial
independence. Call today.

Flip Varney
Financial Advisor
.

178 Bracketts Way Suite 2
Blairsville, GA 30512
706-835-1385
www.edwardjones.com

Member SIPC

Flip Varney
Financial Advisor
.

178 Bracketts Way Suite 2
Blairsville, GA 30512
706-835-1385
www.edwardjones.com

Complete hands-on experience with 
horses and riding. *See website for 
discount details.  Advance reservations 
required. 

Daily or Weekly  
Beginning June 5 

Horse Camp 
 Summer at Trackrock Stables 

706-745-5252 

 www.Trackrock.com 

Get up to $50 off*  

706•400•2988

* All loans subject to our liberal credit policy 
and limitations, if any. 1st Franklin Finan-
cial  Corporation, NMLSR#141654, Georgia 
Residential Mortgage Licensee #5656.

We
Make
Loans.s..

417 Blue Ridge Street, Suite I
BLAIRSVILLE

 706-745-6111
www.1ffc.com

391 BLUE RIDGE HWY
ALL INSURANCE ACCEPTED

Southeast Geothermal
& Spray Foam

706-745-8685
1442 Blue Ridge Hwy.

www.segeothermal.com
www.sesprayfoam.com

 
 
 
 

Art Gallery * Pottery Studio * Art Classes 

563 Gainesville Hwy…1 mile south of town 

Blairsville GA 30512 

(706) 835-1257 

www.OliveTreeArtCentre.com 

Art Centre 

Hearing Tests - Evaluations - Consults 

Let us service your hearing devices 
in our state of the art hearing lab!

Call us today 706-835-9213
Hearing Solutions of North Georgia

63 Plott Street, Unit D, Blairsville, GA
(Located next to Chick-fil-A on Hwy. 515)

Proudly serving the community and tri-state area since 2000

b u r g e r s  &  s o u t h e r n  e a t s

‘

Monday - Thursday 11AM-9PM
Friday & Saturday 11AM-10PM 

Sunday 11AM-3PM
Downtown Blairsville, One Block from 

the Square, across from City Hall

Michelin

Uniroyal
BFG

Specializing In:
Alignment • Computer Balancing

Brakes • Auto Repair
Industrial Foam Fill

Oil Changes

Oscar Thomas - Owner
(706) 745-0264

76 Shoe Factory Road
Blairsville, Georgia 30512

Auto & Big Truck Service
Thomas Tire, Inc.

Impact Design, Inc.
Owner, LuAnn Head

307C Cleveland Street • Blairsville, GA 30512
706-400-5674

Laser Engraving • Custom Apparel • Promotional Products
Website: impactdesigninc.co

132 N Main St #107, 
Hiawassee, Ga 30546

706-896-7999

We now have a small business 
center in your local at&t store. 

Come in and see Shannon Richards!

Blairsville & Surrounding Areas

917-595-7230

Cakes & Cupcakes 
for any 

Special Occasion

Sandra Nix
Custom Cakes

Gluten Free Available 417 BLUE RIDGE STREET, SUITE N
BLAIRSVILLE

706-745-3856

Accounting, Payroll & Tax Solutions
Serving North Georgia for 30 years

Tax Problems? Tax Solutions!

Monday thru Friday 9:30-5:30 • Saturday 9:30-2:00
NorthGeorgiaSales.net • (706) 632-2727

950 Appalachian Hwy, Blue Ridge, GA 30513.

North Georgia Sales LLC

We understand that finding the perfect 
combination of quality and affordability can 
be difficult. So we have made it our goal to 

provide the best buying experience possible.

24 Scott Drive • Blairsville, GA
 706-745-GRUB
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County...continued from Page 1A

In the meeting, the 
commissioner accepted a $500 
option agreement between 
the county and the estate of 
Leon Davenport, Sydney C. 
Vandiver, Laurie Shelnut and 
Kenneth C. Chambers.

The option agreement 
is for 90 days, and gives the 
county exclusive buying rights 
for the property within that 
time frame.

T h e  c o u n t y  w i l l 
be acquiring the land for 
$678,500, which works out to 
$51,873 per acre for the 13.08-
acre tract.

“They were originally 
asking in a $1.2 million 

range for the property,” said 
Paris. “We had the property 
appraised. We got an appraisal 
at $590,000, or $45,100 per 
acre.”

Commissioner Paris 
knew that the county couldn’t 
pay $1.2 million for the 
property, but he also knew 
that the landowners wouldn’t 
accept an offer of half their 
asking price, so he asked the 
county attorney how much he 
could reasonably offer above 
the appraised value.

The attorney answered 
back that the county could go 
as high as 15 percent above the 
appraised price in its offer.

Fifteen percent above the 
appraised value of $590,000 is 
$678,500, which is the amount 
the county ended up offering.

“I presented this offer 
to the Davenport family,” said 
Paris. “And while it took a 
while, and we’ve been working 
on this a long time, they have 
finally agreed to the price. 
I want to say that this is a 
major property purchase for 
the future of Union County 
recreation. 

“The family is very 
excited that the county will be 
able to acquire the property, 
and a special thanks to the 
Davenport family for working 

with us and accepting a price 
that they could certainly have 
been able to get more with 
time.”

For Paris, whose legacy 
will undoubtedly be the sheer 
volume of recreational space 
within Union County, the 
announcement was a proud 
moment.

“I can tell you that I 
am so pleased and thankful to 
have made this agreement,” 
said Paris. “Our recreation 
programs are growing by leaps 
and bounds. This will give us 
an opportunity to expand into 
the future, and it being adjacent 
to the Farmers Market makes 
it even more special.

“We anticipate closing 
on the property within the next 
45 days.”

After  analyzing i ts 
recreational growth strategy 
in the coming days, the county 
will purchase the land with 
either SPLOST funds or 
reserve money.

The commissioner said 
he will be working hard to 
figure out how best to utilize 

the new property, which brings 
the total land at the Farmers 
Market to around 45 acres.

Commissioner Paris 
noted that the county is looking 
to expand past its ballfield 
capabilities and youth sports 
programs past what is available 
at Meeks Park, which has 
reached capacity. 

Furthermore, the county 
will be looking for a place 
to put a gymnasium, though 
nothing has been set in stone.

“We have not committed 
on what’s going on this property 
yet, we’ve got several different 
ideas in mind,” said Paris. “But 
the opportunity came now 
to buy it, and so I felt like it 
was the best thing to do to go 
ahead and make this purchase, 
secure this property, and then 
we’ll have time over the next 
two, three, four years to plan 
to expand recreation.”

Also in the meeting, 
Paris announced that the 
reconstruction of one of Union 
County’s oldest homes, the 
Hunter-England House, was 
about 75 percent completed at 

the Farmers Market. 
The county will  be 

spending between $600,000 
to $750,000 to replace the 30-
year-old irrigation system at 
the county-owned Butternut 
Creek Golf Course, with work 
expected to begin late fall.

“Our golf course has been 
a real economic development 
tool for this county for many 
years,” said Commissioner 
Paris. “It’s something we’re 
all proud of, and people come 
from far and wide to play.”

Paris also spoke on the 
1.7 acres donated last summer 
by the developer of Hidden 
Harbor out on U.S. 129N/
Murphy Highway. 

He said that the county 
has acquired another acre, 
adding that he’s still looking 
to put a fire station on that 
piece of land, and perhaps 
even another convenience and 
recycling center. 

The commissioner said 
the county will likely get started 
this year on preliminary grading 
work for the property.

Chambers puts on biggest 
ever Buy Local Extravaganza

By Lily Avery
North Georgia News
Staff Writer

Cabin Coffee was one of the many local vendors available at the 2017 Buy Local Extravaganza. 
Photo/Lily Avery

Hundreds of  locals 
came out to celebrate the 
Seventh Annual Buy Local 
Extravaganza, presented by 
the Blairsville-Union County 
Chamber of Commerce, on 
Thursday, May 18 at the North 
Georgia Technical College. 

F r o m  r e s t a u r a n t s 
to retailers, the Buy Local 
Extravaganza had it all and 
more for patrons to taste and 
try and buy. 

“There are over 80 
businesses, totaling over 

100 tables, 225 chairs and I 
can’t even keep up with the 
number of people we’ve had 
come through today,” said 
Linda Lawrence, Chamber 
Membership Coordinator. 
“The parking lots keep filling 
and re-filling. We’ve got 
people serving shaved iced. 
We have a helicopter. We have 
horses. We’ve got spas, burgers 
and retail jewelry. We have 
everything you can think of. 

“All of these people are 
chamber members. This event 
itself sold out in two and a half 
weeks. We had over 80 people 
ask to be a part of this. 

“This is the one event we 

give to the community that’s 
free so they can come out and 
meet all the businesses. We 
have various restaurants giving 
away samples of free food. It’s 
an eclectic group but it’s one 
way that we can give back to 
the community.” 

M o s t  v e n d o r s 
participated in booth-specific 
raffles, giving patrons an 
opportunity to enter their 
names at individual tables 
to win prizes, such as a new 
gas grill from Woodmen Life, 
a basket full of goods from 
Rustic Mountain Decor and 
countless others. 

See Chamber, Page 6A


